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Refresh. Re-charge. 

@LaLaport Plaza



A step toward the Kashiwanoha Smart City Vision – Common grounds

Socio-ecological 
landscapes

Enhancing 
ecological 
functions
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well-being

New tools & 
resources
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building

Enhancing urban 
biodiversity

Environmental 
education



Similar spaces in the vicinity

Indoor

Outdoor

Semi-indoor

LaLaport Plaza (our site)



Why this site?
• High visibility & human traffic (especially families with 

children)

• Relatively large space that can support multiple 
uses/functions

• Opportunities to optimise ecological function and the 
seasonality of human use (hourly, weekly, annually)



Entrance Points – L3Entrance Points – L2

Site analysis – ‘Social’ (accessibility)





• Water drains toward shrubs along northern fringe

• Most trees provide summer shade along the southern fringe

o Tree death and confer dieback observed – Possible root dryness, ‘winter 
burn’ due to sun- & wind-induced water loss

Site analysis – ‘Blue’ & ‘Green’
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Key Design Opportunities

• How can we enhance biophysical function at the site?

• How can we build community and promote 
environmental education amongst existing users?



Refresh. Re-charge. 



Key Strategies
1. 1. Enhance site versatility and ecological 

performance

• Improved hydrology (water regulation & quality)

• Leveraging on seasonality – Solar shading & wind 

block, choice of plants (energy conservation), site 

usage

2. 2. Promote the use of the site as a 

communal and educational space

• Increased accessibility, community activities
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1. Enhance site versatility and ecological performance – Hydrology

A B C D

Retain. Cleanse. Activate
Seasonal

Retention Basin
Structural Cell

Cleansing 
Biotope

Rain Garden

Rock 
Cascade

Water
CascadeWaterfallWater Plaza



Winter solstice Dec 22 

Longest day, smallest altitude angle

Summer solstice Jun 21 

Shortest day, largest altitude angle

Northern Fringe:
• Higher cumulative radiation ideal for sun-plants
• Shade plants can conserve building air conditioning 

(ecological function)

Southern Fringe:
• Shade suitable for summer activities

1. Enhance site versatility and ecological performance – Seasonality



1. Enhance site versatility and ecological performance – Seasonality



1. Enhance site versatility and ecological performance – Seasonality

RESEARCH
& INNOVATE

KOIL showcase spaces
User testing, publicity

SENSE OF IDENTITY

Community Events 
& Festivities

EDUCATE

Public education
& Outdoor Learning



2. Promote the use of the site as a communal and educational space

PERSPECTIVE OF 
PEOPLE DOING 
SMART THINGSAccess points

• Greater accessibility from 2F

KOIL showcase spaces
• User testing, publicity

• Opportunities for education

Mixed-use play, seating and stage area
• Fosters family interaction



2. Promote the use of the site as a communal and educational space

PERSPECTIVE OF 
PEOPLE DOING 
SMART THINGS

Versatile Performance Stage
KOIL Exhibition Wall

Seasonal foliage

Plaza for user testing

Outdoor Classroom



2. Promote the use of the site as a communal and educational space

PERSPECTIVE OF 
PEOPLE DOING 
SMART THINGS

Enhanced visual connection
Additional access point

Water plaza

Amphitheatre seating Alfresco Café Seating
Shallow children pool 



Potential replicability of

Other spaces that have…

• Similar user-demographics – Other family-centric malls, common spaces

• Similar functions – Performance plazas, lounge areas

Yoyogi National GymnasiumTokyo Plaza, OdaibaThe Ark Hills, Tokyo
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Summary

1. Enhance site versatility and ecological performance

• Improved hydrology (water regulation & quality)

• Leveraging on seasonality – Solar shading & wind block, choice

of plants (energy conservation), site usage

2. Promote the use of the site as a communal and 

educational space

• Increased accessibility, community activities



Thank you
Refresh. Re-charge. 


